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and some Churches in connexion have hitherto omitted sending to 
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in our text, we must look at the connexion in which 
the words stand: for our text is not an abstratt sen- 
tence unconnetted as the Proverbs are ; the wise 
man set his heart to know—to search and to seek 


knowledge and wisdom“ in a particular enquiry, 


ee verse 29. The four succeeding verses give us 


the result of his labour: ä find more bitter than | 
death, the woman hose Heart is snares and nets, 
and her hands as bands: whoso' pleaseth God shall 


escape from Ber; 1 but the Sinner ſhall be taken by 
Her. Behold, this Have 1 fo nd, ſaith the Preacher, 
counting one by Ole, to find out the account; 


One man among E Thousand have I found; but a 


woman among all those have I not found ; Lo, 
this only have 1 found, that God hath made Man 


upright,” but THEY | have ought « out . inven- 
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By the Tn women, 55 alludes to his: wivg 
1 cbncubines, which amounted to that Preciy 


i them the occasion of continual perplexity to'his Soul 
The demands of 30 many must be very numero 


_ and-it is highly. probable, that both Envy and Je 
lousy taking eee of a of their r hearts, mi 
F 1 their wants. 6 4 
This is certain, their Mentality were not + 0475 extn 
vagant but impious, and being beset with their In 
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Will. 5 | 
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that is before Jerusalem; Here, The Altar of 6 
and the Altar of an Idel were placed; perhaps vit 
Sight, of each other: : Which looks like-an; open d. 
chance of che Godiof Heaven. 10d! 5 ail; 10 ne 21, 0] 
hut this, one; Altar. was not all, Another ifgſ us 
v. 7. Arne „ Motor the abomination * the childreni 
Ammon. ; He muſt; therefore Pleaſe her, and 
Altar was Cute: to that Idol. Having once. deparel 
from his duty, he knew not. where to stop; having 

= s. 1 „ built Altars for these: he; like ise did, the $40)? 
for all his strange wives.“ „They, not being content 
with this, be muſt needs attend the worsbip paid to 
these Idols, and we. behold him. who so solemi 


"prayed to Cod at the de dedication of the Temple, non 
900 
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Page of Sacred History, which faithfully records 
be sins of Kings, informs us. thus, and assigns 2 
leasen: Wo 8 his wives, turned, away his Zicarts:s; 


od was any; 3 omg and ee be bad; has 

lone, declared unto, him, Iwill surely l the 5. 11. 

ingdom from thee, and give it to thy Servant.“ . 
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Dignity | a8 4 Moxarcu, and upon his Concience as a 

VX ER. This, induced him to apply his heart to 1 A 

now, to search, and to seek out wisdom and the N 

2508 f things; - and to know the vickedness of 

olly, even of his foolishneſs and madness. There- ; 2 

ore ſaid he, "my find more bitter chan death the wo- v. 26. | 

nan whoſe heart is snares and nets.” In his enquiries 

le was led to compare the conduct of the men and 

omen about him, of these last, not one in Fl „ | 

and feared God; but wa one man among a Thousand 5. 3. 

have found. ow þ ; 3 

Not satisfied with this comparison which de- 

ded ; in favor of the men, and to the disgrace of as 

bose who had 40 turned away his heart” from Gods, - | | | 

e makes a bolder contrast, and declares the result ENS v4 

df his researches to be, in substance, 23 follows: LN 1 

The men about me act with propriety in compa - 

bon of the women, and more agrecably. to the de- 
n B 2 t | | ige 
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vie, and b ah Wees . „Kingdom.“ 070 to 
use his own words i in the tyenty-ninth verse, which 
appear to me clearly to convey what I have asserted: 
ON e, this only have I found, that God hath mad 
man upright; but they have sought out many in 
he word THgy in the twenty nin 
wing to the lame people as the word rot 

W ty-eig hth: One man among a T housanl 
abe Tbbußd! But a woman among all those havel 


ventions. . 
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nbt ound od Bath made man upri ght: but + 
have 0ught out” many * inventions“ e 
. once thought 75 tyenty-nimth verse an argu 


ment | in favor ol the Refiitude of human nature; [ 
now believe a more Erroneous conception of Serp 


ture never entered i my mind; A and confident I all, 
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that i the Doctrines of Christ had no bettet four 


* datjon than that doctrine hath in that verse, "Tike that 


| they would deserve to be rejected, as Built on th 
- -Sa nd. Aſk what i 18 the scope of the writer? Is it not 


to Lament the 'condu& of his wives and concubines 


| and to express bis dislike of it in the strongest terms? 
| and, FI miſtake not, you wall | soon yu" His wor: 
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gentences from * conneſtion to serve a turn, 
for this hurts a . and 1 is 9 2 Pa Prop 
to a bad one. 


he confesses he could not find it out to perfection; 
yet he could find enou gh to warrant a General 


tified, 


it, as the most proper to investigate any important 
aubject: and that I may choose one, which is in- 


rilege of choosing any subject) IJ will enquire 


RAL BAPTISTS DOES NOT FLOURISH : and in this en- 


one, to find out the 5 account. 7 

Some may aſk, But why choose this hes in 
Preference to every other? I answer, not for its 
pleasantness to the speaker, nor for its agreeable - 
ness to my hearers ; but because 1 have often been 
asked the question, both by Se in our con- 
nexion and out of it. ä 

The question being so Ge 255 Appen 


the fad to be evident, at least, in some Parts of the 
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But ey did 8 come to: this conclu« 
sion In the best way possible. It was by.“ counting 
one by one, to find out the account.” And though 


conclusion, which conclusion he draws i in thi e tw enty-" 
ninth verse, 00 wn it, was i to be sa- 


(Ning: chewed Pay situation in all our text 
stands; I propose to adopt the MgTrwoD described i in 


tereſting to us (and our text leaves to us the Pri- 
WHAT ARE THE CAUSES WHY RELIGION AMONGST GENE= , 


quiry, , 1 will, by divine assistance, count one by | 
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to be proved, I ſhall labour to ascertain the' causes 
and cast in my mite towards removing of them. vx; 


1.6 existing circumſtances is necessary, to form an 
accurate judgment; therefore, of that society to 
Which a person belongs, he can best say what things 
iz. * hinder the Gospel of Christ: yet on account of 


harm. While we leave this question unsolved, ve 
n may venture to say, it behoves every Individual, to 


ber can be prevailed upon to act his proper pa the 
most difficult work may ſoon be done. IT; 


Iz rene to account for particular occurrences which 
are detrimental to Religion; in the same way as you. 
judge from a General Sight of a tree, whether. it vil 
ars 5 lv berries or r Figs.” rt] e al p42 


ebe This: 1 must 3 ad. * 1 
of endeavouring to refute the charge which is easy 


'F Fea is not my design to enquire into all the causes 
as they exist in different societies, Some of these 
may be very different, and considerable knowledge 


the Greatness of human, Prejudice, and the number, 
of our Imperfections, it is difficult to say, whether a, 
full statement of these things would do most good or 


consider well the causes of declension in the Church 
to which he belongs, and as far as in him lies, to 
exert himself to the utmoſt, that they may be n. 
moved; for Indifference in Religion is a crime, and 
he that i is not for Christ i is against him. If each mem · 


My intention is, to assist you by some HY: 
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n it This Jed be; mean, el peshsg b of Reti- 
gion, by its rrounis nnd amongst the General Bap- 
cats, 5 answer: The attendance of numbers—The 2 
accession of members and above all, The increase 
of Godliness i in the hearts and lives of those Who 2 at- 
tend. It may be that, but little trub Religion! exists 3 
where great” numbers attend: It must be acknows- 
edged,” that Religion cannot extensively flourisþ, 
where but few professors are, even, supp 5315 ever. 
one to be what he professes ” an humble: follower 
of the Lamb; and therefore, it is but "right 'to 2 
lude that, where most persons attend amongst Pro- 
testant Dissenters, there is 1 ' Spiritual "Devotion 


nd most Religion. N 5 
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he comparison would not be fair were we to in- 
clude the Established Church, which i is generally n most 

numerous for many reasons; ; as—the civil Privileges | 
its 's members enjoy—lts not depending o on, contribu. 
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5 8 the Pride of the 1 wha 
have no Religion, and yet warmly profess they be- 
long to the Church, while they habitually indulge | 
in any Immorality. Besides, it is common for people 
who do not join dissenters to call themselves, and to 
be called of others, Churchmen. | MS” 
It has often been said, The reason the General Bap- 
tists do rt flourish is, 1ſt. Their doftrines are nat 
Popular, But it must be asked how came they to 
' be 
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and them by Immersion; renders us less attended ih 
BY churches ; Were this the case, the Particula | 


Baptists would be i in the same predicament ; but we 


| know, bat they i in most pla — 5 W 
5 that, although on th 


a N en you will reply, 

mode and zubjest of Baptism, they and we are ont 
| the y. pre ch other doctrines which are agreeable i 
the Church of England, and that accounts for thel 
being | better attended—]. answer, this will not 1 
count for the : fact; for though their doArines y 
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rtr e rt ro che Thirty-nine Articles tha | 


7 FRY wrehmen in General do not s 80 much # 
Eno, What the Articles of "their Church are, and, not 
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JA tidy be for the beat of x reasons ' because oy do not 
+: believe them al N 


diy. Tt is e FINS one” that te 
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$a Keren, 156 if men cannot be saved unless Cod 
| hath fixed upon them as the particular object ol 
his Love ; 3 of What. t use is it to call upW the Lord 
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